Thrombocytopenia associated with platelet-associated immunoglobulin G in alcoholic hepatitis.
A 45 year old Japanese man with alcoholic hepatitis developed thrombocytopenia together with an increase in the level of platelet-associated immunoglobulin G (PAIgG). Bone marrow aspiration revealed a normal nucleated cell count and a slight increase of megakaryocytes. After abstinence from alcohol, laboratory and symptomatic improvement occurred in association with a prompt increase in the platelet count and a corresponding decrease of PAIgG. These findings suggest that PAIgG may have been involved in the development of thrombocytopenia in this patient.